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Men’s Basketball Makes Big Plays Down the
Stretch to Top Texas State
The Eagles open a two-game road swing at Troy Thursday
STATESBORO, Ga. – Georgia Southern's Ike Smith hit the go-ahead 3-pointer with
32.7 seconds left and stole the ball on Texas State's ensuing possession to lift the
Eagles to a 66-62 Sun Belt Conference men's basketball victory over the Bobcats
Saturday night in Hanner Fieldhouse.
Smith was 1 for 10 from the field and 0 for 4 from the 3-point line before canning what
turned out to be the game winner, which put Georgia Southern ahead 65-62. The
freshman followed the shot with the defensive play of the game, picking the pocket of
Bobcat 3-point specialist Ethan Montalvo and throwing it ahead to Tookie Brown.

Brown was fouled and made 1 of 2 from the charity stripe for a four-point cushion with
18.5 seconds left. Montalvo tried a contested 3-pointer from the corner that was short,
and Brown corralled the rebound to seal the win, the third in a row for the Eagles.
Brown finished with a game-high 25 points on 8 of 10 shooting from the floor, including
4 of 5 from long distance. Mike Hughes collected 18 points, three rebounds and three
steals for Georgia Southern (10-12, 6-6), which evened its conference record.
Montalvo finished with 16 points to lead Texas State (9-11, 3-8), and Emani Gant
contributed 14 points and 11 rebounds. Kavin Gilder-Tilbury posted 11 points and eight
boards, and Cameron Naylor chipped in 10 points and six rebounds.
The story
After a 3-pointer by Hughes put the Eagles ahead 56-51 midway through the second
half, Naylor scored two straight buckets to ignite an 8-2 run for Texas State, and a pair
of Gant free throws gave the Bobcats a 59-58 lead with 5:25 to go.
Hughes answered with a baseline jumper on the Eagles' next possession, and Georgia
Southern held Texas State scoreless over the next 4:30. Hughes tacked on two free
throws to make the score 62-59 before Gilder-Tilbury dropped in a 3-pointer from the
wing to tie the game with 52.5 seconds remaining.
With the score tied 18-18, Brown scored six points in a 10-2 Eagle run that opened up a
28-20 advantage with 2:47 left in the first half, and Georgia Southern would take a 3327 advantage into the break. After jumping out to a 9-2 lead in the game, the Eagles
went over 10 minutes without a field goal in the first half but regrouped and shot 60
percent from the field for the rest of the contest.
The Eagles held Texas State to 40 percent shooting, but the Bobcats stayed in the
contest via the offensive glass, turning 16 boards into 19 second-chance points.
Georgia Southern tightened it up with the game in the balance and allowed just one
offensive rebound in the final seven minutes.
Quotables
Brown
"It came down to who wanted it the most - who was willing to fight for it, who was willing
to hunker down and guard or make a play on the last possession."
Head coach Mark Byington
"It was a grind-it-out, toughness type of game, and I was proud of the guys that we were
able to win a different way than we did Thursday or even the game before that. Early in
the game, I thought our defense was really good. We were guarding the 3-point line,
collapsing and forcing turnovers. In the second half, it got away from us a little bit, but I
think we ended the game on four straight defensive stops. That ended up being the
difference in the game."

"I'm really proud of Ike Smith. He missed a couple shots, but I love that he had the
courage to step up and take the next one and live with the result. And then he got the
big steal too so what a great minute he had there towards the end of the game, when it
wasn't his type of game early. He showed great resiliency."
"I think we're going in the right direction. You get to February, and you want to be
playing good basketball and have that momentum carry to March. I feel like every game
we're growing and taking steps in the right direction, and we can go two or three steps
higher. There's no way that we've peaked. If these guys keep working and being eager
learners and keep getting these experiences, they're going to keep getting better. So
that's the exciting part of it."
Next up
Georgia Southern opens a two-game road swing through Alabama Thursday at Troy.
Tipoff is set for 8:30 p.m. ET, and the game can be heard live on the Georgia Southern
Radio Network. Following Saturday's game at South Alabama, the Eagles play four
straight at home from Feb. 18-25.
Georgia Southern Athletics provides up-to-date information on all its sports through its
official website, GSEagles.com, through social media channels
facebook.com/GSAthletics, twitter.com/GSAthletics, iOS app Georgia Southern Eagles
and Android app Eagles GATA. Tickets to Georgia Southern athletics events can be
purchased by visiting GSEagles.com/tickets.

